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About QegUK 

Every year, thousands of international 

students choose to study in the UK. The care, 

safeguarding and well-being of these 

international students, a group Quality 

Guardianship UK recognises as being 

particularly vulnerable, is QegUK’s primary 

focus. 

Our Values 

Quality in the delivery of our services to all our 

clients. 

Care in our diligent approach to ensuring 

that schools, colleges, further and higher 

educational establishments and educational 

guardianship organisations receive the 

requisite level of advice, support and 

guidance. 

Standards that are maintained consistently 

high, through a challenging programme of 

training and professional development 

courses.  

QegUK Marque of Quality and Standards  

QegUK offers a quality assurance validation 

scheme founded on its own unique 

methodology.  

QegUK Validation is available to schools, 

colleges and educational guardianship 

organisations alike.  

The validation process is qualitative in 

approach, assessing objectively and fairly an 

organisation’s quality and effectiveness in its 

delivery of safeguarding, welfare and care of 

its international students.   

Advice & Support 

Consultancy: We are flexible and adaptable, 

recognising that each organisation is unique. 

It is important for us to hear from you about 

your own specific requirements either as an 

individual or for your staff.  In this way, we can 

prepare a strategic plan designed uniquely 

for you and your organisation.  

Bespoke Training: We offer in-house staff 

development and training according to the 

strategic plan we develop with you. 

Professional Development 

Scheduled Courses: Our interactive 

workshops provide an ideal opportunity for 

collaborative working in an atmosphere of 

stimulating, purposeful professional 

engagement.  

QegUK Membership: Value to Schools  

Associate Membership 

 

Membership of QegUK demonstrates an 

organisation's commitment to providing high 

quality care, safeguarding and support for its 

international students. 

• Associate Members are permitted to 

display the QegUK Associate logo 

• Membership encourages collaborative 

engagement with like-minded 

professionals  

• Membership includes access to a 

comprehensive resource base in the 

secure Associate Member Area of the 

QegUK website 

• Through Associate Membership, schools 

are encouraged to work towards 

Validated Member status 

Validated Membership 

 

• Validated status demonstrates an 

organisation’s ongoing commitment to 

agreed standards of quality and care of its 

international students 

• Provides exclusive access via the 

Validated Member Area of the website to 

range of training courses, resource 

materials and up-to-date news and 

guidance on all aspects of educational 

guardianship 

  



 

Who We Are  

Val Barnes 
BA(Hons), PGCE, MEd, MBA, FRSA 

 

Founder  
 

Mobile: 07977 052424 

Office: 0330 2230651 

val.barnes@qeguk.co.uk 

 

Val has over thirty years’ experience of 

education, including inspection and 

compliance. She believes that high quality 

care and standards are essential for 

promoting the very best in educational 

guardianship. 

Through Quality Guardianship UK Ltd, Val is 

committed to ensuring that all international 

students studying here in the UK, a group she 

has identified as being particularly 

vulnerable, receive the highest standards of 

care, support and guidance. 

She is of the firm belief that effective delivery 

of high-quality safeguarding by educational 

establishments and educational guardianship 

organisations, working in close partnership 

with one another, is the major contributory 

factor to securing and thereby enhancing 

each international student’s health, well-

being and happiness. 

 

Validator & Consultant Team 

QegUK’s consultants are highly experienced, 

well-qualified professionals with a track 

record of protecting school’s interests in terms 

of the care, safeguarding and well-being of 

international students.    

Importantly, we work collaboratively as a 

team, sharing and promoting best practice in 

all aspects of educational guardianship 

provision.  

 

Martin Ayres 
BSc(Hons), CQSW, Dip Adv. SW (Children & 

Families), Dip Management, Cert 

Management, HMI 

 

QegUK Consultant 
 

Office: 0330 2230651 

martin.ayres@qeguk.co.uk 

  

 

Martin is one of the UK’s most respected and 

distinguished authorities on safeguarding and 

well-being and a recognised expert in child 

protection. With HMI status, Martin has been 

heavily involved in policy development, 

inspection and service improvement and has 

worked overseas on behalf of the UK 

Government and inspection agencies. 

In 2013, Martin was invited to become Head 

of Inspection for the Independent Schools’ 

Inspectorate with a particular focus on 

strengthening inspection arrangements.  

Martin helps local authorities, schools and 

colleges prepare for inspection and advises 

on quality assurance arrangements, 

measuring outcomes and auditing both in 

the UK and overseas.  

 

 

Gerry Holden 
MA, FRSA 

 

QegUK Consultant 
 

Office: 0330 2230651 

gerry.holden@qeguk.co.uk 

  

 

Gerry has been head of three independent 

boarding schools. His most recent 

appointment was as head of a UK-based 

international college, which is exclusively 

boarding and recruits from over 95 nations. 

He has inspected for ISI for over 15 years and 

works as educational consultant, sharing his 

wealth of knowledge and expertise with a 

range of professional bodies. He is former 

Chair of The Professional Development 

Committee of The Society of Heads. 

 



 

 


